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NURSING HOME STAFFING RATIOS 
 
 
House Bill 6153 
Sponsor:  Rep. Thomas M. George 
Committee:  Senior Health, Security and 

Retirement 
 
Complete to 9-4-02 

 
 
A SUMMARY OF HOUSE BILL 6153 AS INTRODUCED 5-30-02 
 
 Under the Public Health Code, nursing homes are subject to certain required staffing ratios. 
A nursing home must employ nursing personnel sufficient to provide continuous 24-hour nursing 
care and services sufficient to meet the needs of each patient in the nursing home. The code 
requires that a licensed nursing home maintain staff sufficient to provide not less than 2.25 hours 
of nursing care by employed nursing personnel per patient per day.  The ratio of patients to 
nursing personnel cannot exceed 8:1 for a morning shift, 12:1 for an afternoon shift, and 15:1 for 
a nighttime shift.  House Bill 6153 would amend the code to specify that in no case could an 
employee who is not designated as a member of the nursing staff be included in counting these 
minimum ratios of nursing personnel to patients. 
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nThis analysis was prepared by nonpartisan House staff for use by House members in their deliberations, and does not constitute an official 
statement of legislative intent. 


